DEATH WATCH BEETLE IN THE RAFTERS
How could the greatest political strategist of his generation,
the man who was always tapping the political weather-glass,
be so deceived as to imagine that to shout with the crowd
would mean the end of his political life ?
The result was a foregone conclusion. When Bonar Law
supported Baldwin there seemed no more to be said. The
decision to smash the Coalition was carried by a majority of a
hundred votes. Within a few hours of this meeting Lloyd
George was turning away a deputation from No. 10 Downing
Street with the remark that he was no longer able to keep his
engagement with them because he was no longer Prime
Minister.
As an epilogue to this tragi-comedy, it may be said that
although the conclusion that each side reached and the
action recommended differed absolutely, the arguments of
Austen Chamberlain and Bonar Law were almost identical.
For Tory and Liberal to remain together would divide the
nation into two clear-cut parties : Labour versus the Rest.
There is a danger of Labour becoming the Government, said
Austen, therefore keep the Coalition. There is a danger of
Labour becoming the Government, said Bonar Law, therefore
scrap the Coalition. Each reached a contrary conclusion from
the parallel premises, Bonar Law's case was the more logically
presented. He argued that it would be a mistake to have
Labour on one side and Liberal and Tory on the other- That
would isolate Labour as the only opposition, the Official
Opposition, therefore, in the event of the coalition of Liberal
and Tory being defeated, Labour would be the alternative
Government, lie saw the clanger of the people becoming
used to regarding Labour as the alternative Government.
That was a contretemps which he wanted particularly to
avoid : far better have the old party divisions where the voter
had more than one choice. Austen Chamberlain warned the
meeting that the downfall of the Coalition might lead to the
rise of a Socialist administration. Bonar Law said : * What-
ever the result of the election, I personally have no fear of a
Labour Government coming in.' This was said in October
1922. Fifteen months later a Labour Government was in Office.
What Bonar Law and Austen Chamberlain could not foresee
was that the rise of the Labour Party would inevitably bring a
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